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The world -famous Jing -Hang Canal stretches north to Beijing and
south to Hangzhou. It covers an astounding 1,789 kilometers, crossing

two municipalities and four provinces, including Jiangsu

Jing-Hang Canal, also known as the
Grand Canal, is the longest and
earliest artificial canal in the world.
The oldest parts can be traced back
to the 5th century B.C., although
various independent canals were later
combined to form the Grand Canal.

Jing-Hang Canal combines the Haihe,
Yellow, Huaihe, Yangtze, and Qian-
tang River to form what was the major
transport artery between north and
south China during ancient times. It
largely contributed to economic
growth, social progress, and cultural
exchange.

The Jiangsu section of the canal
flows through eight cities between
Jiangsubs Xuzhou
and south tips. The canal continues to
be an important transport means of
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the province, an artificial waterway of
comprehensive utilization of shipping,
flood control, irrigation, and drainage.

Much ago, the canal nearly dried.
Two national investments costing
over one billion RMB was necessary
for the northern canal to reach
second grade national standard and
today, 2,000 ton ships can travel
easily.

Canal tourism has also been growing
steadily. Tourist Boat routes pass
through Suzhou and Wuxi regularly.
This is an attraction made possible by
Shanghai Spring Tours in 2008. In the
21st century, the Jiangsu section of
the Grand Canal presents an entirely
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national heritage, and as such is now
protected by the nation.




