
World Heritage sites are created on the premise that these locales belong to all  

humankind, are irreplaceable and serve as sources of inspiration. China possesses 

over 30 of these sites, of which two are located in Jiangsu: the classical gardens of 

Suzhou and the imperial tombs of the Ming and Qing dynasties.  

Treasures of the World  

To taste Jiangsu is to know China ® 

Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing 

Dynasties  

 

Enlisted in the year 2000, there are 

many listed tombs and mausoleums 

throughout China. Jiangsu boasts the 

Xiaoling Tomb, burial spot of the first 

emperor of the Ming Dynasty.  

 

Constructed for Zhu Yuanzhang and his 

empress, the tomb follows the precepts 

of traditional Chinese geomancy and 

fengshui theory. Grand and magnificent, 

it represents the greatest skills of  

architecture and stone-engraving art. 

The rich decorations with dragon motifs 

illustrate funerary architecture.  

 

The legacy of this tomb is in its impact 

on future emperors' tombs scattered in 

throughout China, including in Beijing, 

during the following 500 years.  

Classical Gardens of Suzhou  

 

 

Inscribed in 1997, nine gardens of 

Suzhou have been chosen to represent 

classical Chinese garden design to the 

world.  

 

The historic city of Suzhou has over 60 

gardens, and has been honored with 

the recognition of its masterpieces,  

recreations of natural landscapes in 

miniature. Dating from the 11th-19th 

century, the gardens reflect the  

profound metaphysical importance of 

natural beauty in Chinese culture. Art, 

nature, and ideas are integrated  

perfectly to create ensembles  

of great beauty and  

peaceful harmony. 

World Heritage Sites in Jiangsu  

Tastes Change, Vol. 2 No. 9, April 2009  

www.tastejiangsu.com   
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please send an e -mail to: contact@tastejiangsu.com  

focus 

http://www.tastejiangsu.com
mailto:contact@tastejiangsu.com?subject=Reply%20to%20E-newsletter

