Chinese Teapot In Yixing

Being that the Chinese culture has been strongly influenced by tea, it is
no surprise that the use of Chinese teapots has also developed its own
culture. And, the most popular teapots, used during special

occasions, are the Yixing teapots.

For thousands of years, the unique
qualities of the clay deposits in Yixing,
near Shanghai, have made the area the
"Pottery Capital" of China. In fact, it was
here that during the Ming Dynasty the
world's first teapots were created.

During the years that followed, the
distinctive reddish teapots of Yixing came
to be considered the "best" by Chinese
tea fans, and in the late 17th century,
Yixing teapots were taken to Europe
along with the first tea shipments. These
became the benchmark models for the
earliest Dutch, German, and English
teapots.

But, why are they so popular? Simple, the
Yixing clay teapots bring out the best in
all teas. Due to its porous nature, Yixing
teapots absorb a small amount of tea into
the actual pot and over time, the inside of
the pot will form a coating that retains

some of the taste, scent, and color of the
tea. Proper usage of the pot recommends
that only one type of tea be made in a
single pot and soap is never used in
cleaning it. Further improving the brewing
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snugly to conserve heat. Therefore,
Yixing pots keep tea hotter than
porcelain. In addition, they have built-in
filters at the spout, small enough to
guarantee that all contents be quickly
emptied after each infusion. These filters
are usually unglazed to enhance the
natural color of the clay. This method
assures that tea is served fresh, hot, and
without the bitter aftertaste that occurs
when tea leaves are left to steep too long.

If you want to enjoy the real Chinese tea,
there is no doubt that you should have a
fantastic Yixing Teapot.
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