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To start, it is said that the art of making silk 
clothes was created in China and guarded 
closely ever since, and  Suzhou was the 
place where the art grew and flourished. 

Suzhou has since been a center for the art, 
a Mecca of Silk Arts. Embroideries, clothes, 
and decorations have, throughout history,  
been elaborately made at the hands of 
Suzhou craftsmen. During the Tang (618 - 
907) and Song (960 - 1279) dynasties, it 
was the silk producing center; in the Ming 
(1368 - 1644) and Qing (1644 - 1911)  
dynasties high-grade silk produced for the 
royal families was made by Suzhou silk 
weavers, meaning that silk used by  
Emperors and their families was made at 
the able hands of Suzhou people. Many of 
these garments can be seen and admired 
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Suzhou Museum. 

�&�K�L�Q�D�¶�V���V�H�F�U�H�W���R�I���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���V�L�O�N���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���I�R�U�� 
fortunes to be made in trade, gaining  

international attention and value.  By the 
13th century, Suzhou was already  center 
of the profitable silk trade, attracting foreign 
explorers like Marco Polo.  

The skills of silk weaving are traditionally 
past mother to daughter, master artists are 
those that have acquired generations of 
skill. Today the skill is still much alive, more 
elaborate and fine-tuned.  

An art form called Double Sided  
Embroidery exists, having been developed 
in Suzhou. This art is one where a single 
thin piece of silk cloth is embroidered with 
lovely silk thread images. This art is  
significant since its major characteristic is 
that a single piece of cloth is embroidered 
on both sides with different images. The 
skill necessary is unimaginable, and the 
time taken to produce these masterpieces 
also. Depending on the design, it may take 
a group of artists over a year to finish a 
single job. So, when in Suzhou, take some 
time to admire this timeless art. 
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The charm, beauty, and complexity of Suzhou can all be depicted through its  
silks, true pieces of art. Even the smallest pieces of silk and embroideries require 
incredible amounts of patience, knowledge, technique, and skill.  
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