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Ringing in the New Year  

For years, Suzhou has been on the main 
list of destinations and hot spots for New 
�<�H�D�U�¶�V���(�Y�H���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�D�����7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���Z�D�V���Q�R��
different.  
December 31st began with a press  
conference showcasing many of 
�6�X�]�K�R�X�¶�V�������������W�R�X�U�L�V�P���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� 
achievements of 2009. Tourist hotlines 
(12301), multi-lingual website 
(www.classicsuzhou.com), and many  
others supports for the sector were part of 
the display. Afterwards, larger and  
community oriented activities were held. 
The events stretched throughout the day, 
culminating in the already traditional  
Hanshan Temple bell ringing.  
Thousands of visitors were expected, and 
�W�K�H�\���G�L�G���Q�R�W���G�L�V�D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�����6�X�]�K�R�X�¶�V���W�U�D�L�Q��
and bus stations were filled with eager 
travelers.  
The day was planned so that the hours 
leading up to the turn of the year where 
filled with song and dance. The entire city 
was aglow.  
�6�X�]�K�R�X�¶�V���+�D�Q�V�K�D�Q���7�H�P�S�O�H�����L�W�V���P�R�V�W�� 
famous Buddhist Temple, home to what 

�L�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\���&�K�L�Q�D�¶�V���R�O�G�H�V�W���D�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�V�W��
�1�H�Z���<�H�D�U�¶�V���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����Q�R�W���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J��
Lunar New Year), was the center of  
attention. 
Hanshan Temple was entirely  
decorative and lit with shimmering lights. 
The Maple Bridge (Fengqiao), just  
outside the temple area, decorated with 
lanterns and streamers, illuminated the 
waters of the Grand Canal. The bell tower, 
pagoda, the Giant Bell and Stele Garden 
of the Hanshan Temple were filled with 
those wishing for a prosperous year while 
helping to usher it in. The entire scene 
was mesmerizing.  
At midnight precisely, fireworks flew into 
the sky. Rabbi Qiushuang, the abbot of 
Hanshan Temple, conducted the bell 
striking. 108 rings were heard from near 
and far, a symbol of fortune for the year 
to come.  
 
If you didn`t get an opportunity to partici-
pate in the festival, there is always next 
year! 
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�6�X�]�K�R�X�����R�Q�H���R�I���-�L�D�Q�J�V�X�¶�V���S�H�D�U�O�V�����K�R�O�G�V���D���\�H�D�U�O�\���H�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���E�H�F�R�P�H�� 
tradition with all who intend on spending the turn of the year in the  
Yangtze River Delta. 2010 was no different where thousands flocked to  
the Hanshan Temple for the Bell Striking ceremony.  
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