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Year of the Tiger

Chinese New Year is almost here. This year,
JHE WK 9DOHQWLQHTV 'D\ PDUBV W R
New Year, the start of the Year of the Tiger! \

Traditional Chinese New Year (CNY) Chinese New Year's Eve (Feb. 13, 2010)
festivities start with the New Moon on the and New Year's Day are to be celebrated
first day of the new year. The celebration with family. CNY is a time of reunion and
ends on the full moon 15 days later (along  thanksgiving. If you are in China during
with the Lantern Festival nighttime display  this period, you will see that cities become

of lanterns). These two weeks are filled tranquil. Traffic goes down and people
with celebration, tradition, superstition, rarely leave their homes. But, don't worry.
and fireworks! You'll know that they are around-

As you may know, China follows two ILUHZRUNY ZLOO @uatartee®. X NQR Z«
separate calendars: the Gregorian (used One of the major traditions is shooting off
by most countries) and the Lunar (based firecrackers on New Year's Eve and all
on a combination of lunar and solar throughout the first 15 days of the year.
movements). The Lunar New Year in This is a way of sending out the old and
China (and Jiangsu) has much more welcoming in the new. It is a must for all.
significance to the Chinese people. Another way to do it is opening doors and
Now, some foreigners don't quite windows. Many people around here do it
understand this, but Lunar New Year in order to allow the old year to leave and
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lunar cycle is about 29.5 days, and to Another characteristic you may have
"catch up" with the standard calendar, an noticed is the use of the color red. It is an
extra month is added once every few emblem of joy, and symbolizes virtue,
years (similar to Feb. 29, Leap Year). truth and sincerity. Candies, cakes,

Now, though this causes a lot of decorations and many things associated

confusion, but it also adds to the mystery with a New Year theme are colored red.
that is Chinese tradition.

To taste Jiangsu is to know Chin ®

If you would like to suggest next month’s focustopic, please send an e-mail to: contact@tastejiangsu.com




