
 Lu Su: The Master Tactician 

Suqian is a beautiful city in northern  
Jiangsu, with the Grand Canal flowing 
through the city and lakes such as 
Hongze and Luoma adding to its natural 
beauty and environment. History wise, 
the city has stone age relics, and has a 
history of over 2,500 years. 

 

The recent blockbuster movie by world 
acclaimed Hollywood director John Woo 
has put the spotlight on Suqian although 
some wouldn’t know it.  In the movie, the 
character, Lu Su (played by Hou Yong) is 
an important advisor and tactician 
throughout the movie. 

 

Lu Su is basically an older version of Sun 
Tzu (who coincidentally wrote The Art of 
War in Jiangsu) and is very much  
respected by students of Chinese history 
for his amazing foresight and cunning.  
His intelligence and guile was one of the 
reasons Cao Cao was defeated in the 
famous battles of Red Cliff.  

 

The actual historical accounts are even 
more colorful than the silver screen  
versions!  In the actual recorded history of 
the Three Kingdoms era, and in contrast 
to his unremarkable depiction in the  
fictionalized novel Romance of the Three 
Kingdoms, Lu Su played a prominent role 
as advisor and strategist during the Battle 
of Red Cliffs against the invading armies 
of the northern warlord Cao Cao in 208. 
In fact, before Zhuge Liang's famous view 
of the formation of the Three Kingdoms 
era, Lu Su foresaw the formation of Three 
Kingdoms (Cao Family, Sun Family and 
Liu Biao of Jing Zhou) and a possible 
Northern and Southern Han (Wei and Wu, 
divided by the Chang Jiang River -  
Yangtze River). 

 

Jiangsu is home to many famous thinkers, 
warriors, philosophers, and great minds.  
It is well worth visiting our province to  
follow in their footsteps.   

If you would like to suggest next month`s focus topic, please send an e-mail to: contact@tastejiangsu.com 

Suqian, a city in northern Jiangsu, was the birthplace of a very famous and 
well -respected military tactician - Lu Su.  All over the world, people have 
come to know him through the blockbuster hit movie Red Cliff.  If you 

haven't seen the movie or know about this man, then let us tell you!  
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